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R e d  T h u n d e r  
RED THUNDER is told through the eyes 

of Sun Bear and his sister Rainbow Girl. The 

full circle of life is explored by following 

several generations of their family band. This 

portrayal of the Coeur d’Alene Tribe is 

steeped in deep, authentic cultural traditions, 

religious beliefs, and their struggle to hold on 

to what is truly precious and sacred about 

life—all life. 

This is a story of a people — the 

Schi’tsu’umsh Indians, known today as the 

Coeur d’Alene Tribe in Northern Idaho. The 

story spans several generations of a 

Schi’tsu’umsh family, starting in the early 

1700s, before the tribe’s widespread contact 

with European settlers. Set amidst the tribe’s originally-claimed 

territory— which spans present-day Northern Idaho, Eastern 

Washington and Western Montana— the novel recounts a time 

when the tribe governed itself with laws based exclusively on 

traditional teachings and the rules of nature. 
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RED THUNDER is a sweeping family saga that speaks to 

adults and young people alike. This historical tribute builds a bridge 

of knowledge and understanding between traditional Native 

American culture and modern society. 

Author David Matheson has been a member of the Coeur 

d’Alene Indian Tribe since his birth in 1951 at the home of his 

grandparents. He has served as Council Leader, the Tribal 

Chairman, and as manager of various tribal operations during his 

career. His knowledge of ancient teachings provides him with a 

thorough understanding of the ceremonial practices of his people. 

He lives in northern Idaho. 

Consumer book orders 

(866)850-6663 

Toll free / 24 hours a day 

 

www.epicenterpress.com 


